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port and encouragement of each other's moral ambition may be
considered as setting out together in the best company and surest road
towards those desirable objects in which nature has placed the su-
preme felicity of man. Yes, my friends, I will repeat it again. Ati
amity ennobled by these exalted principles, and directed to these
laudable purposes, leads to honor and to glory, and is productive, at
the same time, of that sweet satisfaction and complacency of mind
which, in conjunction with the two former, essentially constitute real
happiness. He, therefore, who means to acquire these great and ulti-
mate beatitudes of human life must receive them from the hands of
Virtue; as neither friendship or aught else deservedly valuable can
possibly be obtained without her influence and intervention. For they
who persuade themselves that they may possess a true friend, at least,
where moral merit has no share in producing the connection, will
find themselves miserably deceived whenever some severe misfortune
shall give them occasion to make the decisive experiment.
It is a maxim, then, which cannot too frequently nor too strongly
be inculcated, that in forming the attachment we are speaking of
"we should never suffer affection to take root in our hearts before
judgment has time to interpose;" for in no circumstance of our lives
can a hasty and inconsiderate choice be attended with more fatal
consequences. But the folly is that we generally forbear to deliberate
till consideration can nothing avail; and hence it is that after the as-
sociation has been habitually formed, and many good offices per-
haps have been mutually interchanged, some latent flaw becomes vis-
ible, and the union which was precipitately cemented is no less sud-
denly dissolved. Now this inattention is the more blameworthy and
astonishing, as friendship is the only article among the different ob-
jects of human pursuit the value and importance of which is unani-
mously, and without any exception, acknowledged, I say the only
article, for even Virtue herself is not universally held in esteem; and
there are many who represent all her high pretensions as mere af-
fectation and ostentatious parade. There are, too, whose moderate
desires are satisfied with humble meals and lowly roofs, and who look
upon riches with sovereign contempt. How many are there who
think that those honors which inflame the ambition of others are of
all human vanities the most frivolous! In like manner throughout all
the rest of those several objects which divide the passions of man-
kind, what some admire others most heartily despise. Whereas, with
respect to friendship, there are not two different opinions; the active
and the ambitious, the retired and the contemplative, even the sen-
sualist himself (if he would indulge his appetites with any degree of
refinement) unanimously acknowledge that without friendship life can
have no true enjoyment. She insinuates herself, indeed, by I know
not what irresistible charm into the hearts of every rank and class of
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